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Subscriber special 

With next month’s July issue, all The Wire’s subscribers will receive 
a free copy of an exclusive new CD of experimental sound art 
compiled by Australia’s Liquid Architecture organisation 




For details of how to subscribe to The Wire, turn to page 98 of 
this month’s issue or go to www.thewire.co.uk 






Letters 



The Joined-up World of The Wire 































Bitstream 


News and more from und( 
Compiled by The Trawler 
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)B MAZUREK. ALAN LICHT. STEVE SWELL. MATT LUX. JASON AJEMIAN. FRANK ROSALY. 







Invisible Jukebox 


Every month we play a musician a series of 
records which they are asked to identify 
and comment on - with no prior knowledge 
of what they’re about to hear. 


Tested by Phil England. Photos: Eva Edsjd 
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Radio activity 

Entranced by shortwave noise, Tod Dockstader used engineering skilfe^^ 
learnt as a cartoon soundtrack artist to splice the most powerful American 
tape music of the 1960s. Now working with computers, he is exploring 
soundworlds inspired by nature and reaching back to (de)compose with 
the broadcast frequencies of his early days. 

Words: Ken Hollings. Photos: Danielle Van Ark 
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Comedy in music is commonly perceived to be about as hilarious as 
breaking your funnybone, yet ever since dada, many advances have 
come from composers, musicians and artists who have deployed humour 
as a strategy to short-circuit the conditioned reflexes of audiences and 
performers alike. Over the next 14 pages, The Wire squad select 51 
breakthrough pranks, pratfalls and jokes that left egg on the face of the 
music establishment 

Plus: David Stubbs (overleaf) and David Toop (page 45) analyse music’s 
comedy of errors and chart the revolutions of the sonic humour mill 












Seriously funny 

David Stubbs on discovering that humour and music do mix 
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Deadly Serious 

David Toop looks for evidence of humour in music through a 
lifetime of encounters with artists, musicians and comedians, 
from Fluxus’s attacks on the piano, through rap’s fascination 
for stand-up, to The Goons’ musical interludes 
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My favorite music is the music I have not yet heard! John Cage 
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Avant Rock 
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Critical Beats 

Reviewed by Philip Sherburne 















































Dub 

Reviewed by Steve B< 













































Electron ica 

Reviewed by Ken Hoi lings 
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HipHop 

Reviewed by Dave Tompki 
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Outer Limits 












































Print Run 

New music books: devoured, dissected, dissed 
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Cross PI 

Sound in other media. This 
Kenneth Atchley constructs 
deluge of recorded sounds. 
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The Inner Sleeve 

Artwork selected this month by Julian House 
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Resonance104.4fm 


Raise the Stakes 


the Resonancet044fm on-Qir fund raising drive & on-line auction 

Wednesday 8 June 2005 from noon till midnight 


, bargain*!. 


. 

m to change your lifel 
; of desirel 


Lftesonance hovlngj 


,.01 l ■ I 


Plus great music, scintillating chat, special guest stars 
and other things we’re keeping secret until the day! 











the chemical brothers, led soundsystem, raisin murphy, subtle, m.i.a., le tigre, de la soul, the durutti column, cut chemist, 
mu, the soft pink truth, battles, miss kittin, mouse on mars, soulwax, solo los solo, world's end girlfriend, jeff mills, radian, 
laurent gamier - cinemix, dj yoda, jamie lidell, joris voorn, richie hawtin, atom tm vs towa tei, noah23, ada, 2 many dj’s, 
goodiepal, ellen allien, james murphy, matthew herbert - plat du jour, fergie, mathew jonson, skoltzkolgen, my robot 
friend, the beautiful people, hood, to rococo rot, alex attias, afra, rei harakami & shiro takatani, cuisine concrete + jordi 
vila, khonnor, efterklang, dj t, hurtmold + rob mazurek, mark one + virus syndicate, 2020 soundsystem, mocky, hot chip, 
duplex aka edan & insight, the vegetable orchestra, professor angel dust, diplo... 












mm ' 

#0L 


Qeautifu. [Happiness awl Forecast -present 

On ( fourm c £urcfie 
p]unt2005 
cGgt 9 ^>a 

W0aa1M,Wt 
StR ytiUmShvtm, Gatdfff 
®«i ufoir, ImJol 

MghtjOU 

mSdmbi^mer^emailtt 
MlMnitt, 3elaim 

nrJ'VPlO'Rtl'.MhnU 

‘HartDdeshkM^- 









Mouse on Mars, Plaid, Jamie Lidell, Pan Sonic, Liars, Alex Smoke, Hakan Lidbo, Jori Hulkonen 
Funk D’Void, The Youngsters, Akufen, J. Tejada, Abe Duque, Swayzak, Hiroshi Watanabe, COH 
Marco Passarani, Putsch 79, Wolf eyes, K. Beta, R. Voight, Alden Tyrell, Serge, Radian, Fennesz 
Elektroware, Biomass, Monochrome, Boca Raton, Haryelectron, Zen, Novox, Milto Eph, Drog_A_Tek. 
More to be announced soon 

Plus Synch Interactive, Synch Installations, Synch Cinema. For information about tickets, programm, and hotels visit www.synch.gr 
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11-26 JUNE 2005 

YOKO ONO SINEAD O’CONNOR 

MARC ALMOND STEVE EARLE 

LONDON SINFONIETTA 
TELEVISION JEFF BECK ■ 

DRESDEN DOLLS 

NICK FRANGLEN (Lemon Jelly) PLUS MANY MORE 


The Observer 


08703 800 400 www.rfh.org.uk/rhythmsticks 
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Out There 

This month’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts. 

Send info to The Wire, 2nd Floor East, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London El 7SA, UK 
Fax +44 (0)20 7422 5011, listings@thewire.co.uk. Compiled by Phil England 
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TripOrSqueek 
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Subscribe 


Subscribing to The Wire is the best way to get hold of copies of “the most essential 
music magazine of the contemporary era” (Forced Exposure) 


It’s a fact: the most exciting and influential developments in music are issue is filled with in-depth coverage of the most radical and innovative 















Subscribe 


With this issue, The Wire’s cover price goes up to £3.80, our first price increase in 
almost two years. However, our subscription rates remain the same, which means 
subscribing to the magazine is now better value than it has ever been. You can 
subscribe to The Wire online at www.thewire.co.uk or use the form on page 101 


The Wire Tapper series 






Back Issues 

A fully searchable index of issues 100-203 is available at 
The site includes downloadable articles from sold out isj 
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www.SquealerMusic.com 

Distributed by Surefire 
www.SurefireDistribution.com 


LUMBERTON TRADING COMPANY 
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OFFICIAL ONLINE SALES AND INFO 
RESOURCE FOR INDEPENDENT LABELS 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


Tod Dockstader 


Omniphony 

Pond (with David Lee Myers) 
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Innovative Eclectic Australian 
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Epiphanies 

Inspired by a chaotic performance by 
guitarist Derek Bailey, comedian and writer 
Stewart Lee riffs on the common ability of 
great humour and great music to surprise 
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in 










THE SEXUAL 
LIFE OF THE 
SAVAGES 


info@soundsoftheuniverse.i 


f.souljazzrecords.i 


Distributed by Vital in the UK 










